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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION (37 CFR § 1 J(a)l 
J hereby certify that this correspondence is being: 

□ deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in on envelope addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

H transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United Stales Patent and 
Trademark Office at 371-273-8300. 
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hedby: Kathleen M. Murray 



Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the outstanding Office Action, dated February 7, 2006, in the 
above-identified application. 

This Amendment is believed to be timely submitted It is believed that no fee is due; 
however, in the event a fee is required, please charge the fee to Deposit Account No. 13-3723. 

An Amendment Transmittal Form for payment of additional claim fees is attached. 
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Return Fax Noj 571-273-1086 


R« Case No. 56471 US010 


CC: 



□ Urgent £3 For Review □ ForComment £<] For Reply □ Per Your Request 



Comments: 
Mr. Bardell, 

Attached is a proposed examiner's amendment for this case. I included both a marked up version (with comments 
explaining the changes) and a clean copy. Please review the proposal and let me know if it is acceptable. If you 
can get back to by Monday morning (April 1 7) that would be great. 

Thanks 



Michael Feely 
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STATEMENT OF CONFIDENTIALITY 

This facsimile transmission is an Official U.S. Government document which may contain information which is privileged and 
confidential. It is intended only for use of the recipient named above. If you are not the intended recipient, any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of this document is strictJy prohibited. If this document is received in error, you are requested to 
immediately notify the sender at the above indicated telephone number and return the entire document in an envelope 
addressed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Proposal for 10/083,092 (Case No. 56471US010) 

Comments regarding the changes are provided with the marked up claims. 
Marked Version 

1. (Currently Amended) A protective article comprising: a backing comprising a 
terpolymer of tetrafluoroethylene, hexafluoropropylene, and vinylidene fluoride; and a 
h e at, moistur e , or UV light curable thermoset adhesive layer on at least one surface of 
said backing ; wherein the at least one surface is unetched; m4 wherein the curable 
thermoset adhesive layer tha t, which is non-tacky after cure a comprises a curing agent 
and a copolymer of (chloromethyl)oxirane and 4,4'-(l-methylethylidene)bisphenol 
copolym e r ; and wherein the protective article is bonded to a portion of a surface of a 
vehicle. 

• "heat, moisture, or UV light" was removed for simplicity and consistency; 

• "of said backing" was inserted to clarify the relationship between the layers; 

• "a curing agent" was added because it appears to be a required element with the 
claims limited to an epoxy resin. This also takes care of an antecedent basis issue 
in claims 7 and 12. 

• The description of the thermoset adhesive layer was reworded for improved 
clarity. 

14. (Currently Amended) The protective article of claim 1, wherein the substrat e vehicle 
surface is selected from the group consisting of painted surfaces, primed surfaces, 
metallic surfaces, ceramics, cured and un-cured composite surfaces, fluorinated polymer 
surfaces, plated surfaces, galvanized surfaces, and combinations thereof. 
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• "vehicle surface" replaces "substrate" to overcome an antecedent basis issue. 

15. (Currently Amended) The protective article of claim 1, wherein the substrat e vehicle 
surface comprises an aluminum surface. 

• "vehicle surface" replaces "substrate" to overcome an antecedent basis issue. 

16. (Currently Amended) The protective article of claim 1, wherein the substrat e vehicle 
surface comprises a fluoropolymer that is not perfluorinated. 

• "vehicle surface" replaces "substrate" to overcome an antecedent basis issue. 

17. (Currently Amended) The protective article of claim 1, wherein the substrate vehicle 
surface comprises a cured resin. 

• "vehicle surface" replaces "substrate" to overcome an antecedent basis issue. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method of providing an article having a fluorinated polymer 
surface comprising the steps of: contacting a surface of the article with a curable adhesive 
comprising a curing agent, an anti-corrosive additive, and a copolymer of 
(chloromethyl)oxirane and 4,4'-(l-methylethylidene)bisphenol copolymer and an anti 
corrosive additive ; contacting a backing comprising a terpolymer of tetrafluoroethylene, 
hexafluoropropylene, and vinylidene fluoride with the curable adhesive; and curing the 
curable adhesive. 

• "a curing agent" was added because it appears to be a required element with the 
claims limited to an epoxy resin. 
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• The description of the thermoset adhesive layer was reworded for improved 
clarity. 

31. (Currently Amended) A protective article comprising: a backing comprising a 
terpolymer of tetrafluoroethylene, hexafluoropropylene, and vinylidene fluoride; and a 
h e at, moistur e , or UV light curable thermoset adhesive layer on at least one surface of 
said backing ; wherein the at least one surface is unetched; and wherein the curable 
thermoset adhesive layer tha t, which is non-tacky after cure* comprises a curing agent, an 
anti-corrosive additive, and a copolymer of (chloromethyDoxirane and 4,4' -( 1- 
methylethylidene)bisphenol copolym e r and anti corrosive additive . 

• "heat, moisture, or UV light" was removed for simplicity and consistency; 

• "of said backing" was inserted to clarify the relationship between the layers; 

• "a curing agent" was added because it appears to be a required element with the 
claims limited to an epoxy resin. 

• The description of the thermoset adhesive layer was reworded for improved 
clarity. 

32. (Currently Amended) A protective article comprising: a backing comprising a 
terpolymer of tetrafluoroethylene, hexafluoropropylene, and vinylidene fluoride and a 
said backing having a patterned structure; and a h e at, moistur e , or UV light curable 
thermoset adhesive layer on at least one surface of said backing : wherein the at least one 
surface is unetched; and wherein the curable thermoset adhesive layer tha t, which is non- 
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tacky after cure^ comprises a curing agent and a copolymer of (chloromethyl)oxirane and 
4,4 ' -( 1 -methylethylidene)bisphenol copolym e r . 

• "heat, moisture, or UV light" was removed for simplicity and consistency; 

• "of said backing" was inserted to clarify the relationship between the layers; 

• "a curing agent" was added because it appears to be a required element with the 
claims limited to an epoxy resin. 

• The description of the thermoset adhesive layer was reworded for improved 
clarity. 

33. (Currently Amended) A method of providing an article having a fluorinated polymer 
surface comprising the steps of: contacting a surface of the article with a curable adhesive 
comprising a curing agent and a copolymer of (chloromethyl)oxirane and 4,4 5 -(1- 
methylethylidene)bisphenol copolym e r ; contacting a backing having a patterned structure 
comprising a terpolymer of tetrafluoroethylene, hexafluoropropylene, and vinylidene 
fluoride with the curable adhesive; and curing the curable adhesive. 

• "a curing agent" was added because it appears to be a required element with the 
claims limited to an epoxy resin. 

• The description of the thermoset adhesive layer was reworded for improved 
clarity. 
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